Places of Black Joy: “
THE LEWIS

The Nace’s Day Parade

In Trappe, MD

Subject connections: English, Art, Music,
PE, Social Studies

Abstract: Much of the focus in African
American history is based around the
struggle and excludes the joyful places
and experiences. Beaches, parades, and
amusement parks were such Places of
Joy for the African American community.
While the places themselves were born
out of struggle and exclusion, the
experiences of joy found there were a very
real and human part of the African
American experience in Maryland, and
deserve to be explored. The Nace’s Day
Parade, one of the longest-running
celebrations of Emancipation in the
country, is an example of one of these
Places of Joy.

NACE’S DAY

After the Civil War, Union soldier Nathaniel
Hopkins returned to his hometown of Trappe,
Maryland, in Talbot County. Hopkins was a former
slave, and he decided his town should celebrate the
end of slavery. So “Uncle Nace” organized a parade.

In an old schoolhouse, Hopkins taught the young-
sters of the town to march. He persuaded neighbors
and people from nearby towns to lend or donate
i food, and money. The first
n, on November 1, 1867, began with
ces, and a parade with
“Uncle Nace” in the lead. Every fall since then,
Trappe has honored Nathaniel Hopkins and his
fre:

Intfroducing Nathanial Hopkins and the Nace’s Day Parade

written by Candace Martin, Greenbelt MS
appropriate for students in grades 4-10

Background on Nathanial Hopkins and the Nace's Day Parade (Google

Doc)

Background on Nathanial Hopkins and the Nace’s Day Parade (pdf)

The Nace's Day Emancipation Parade - Comprehension Check-Print

(Google Doc)

The Nace's Day Emancipation Parade - Comprehension Check-Print (pdf)

The Nace's Day Emancipation Parade-Comprehension Check-Digital

(Google Doc)

Appropriate for students in grades K-5
Background on Nathaniel Hopkins (Google Doc)
Background on Nathaniel Hopkins (pdf)



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E3ERyNBMJCAtFb4xX035E4_g4rfahlgXC1etnU_Zx_4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jWZ94wrb2ApUTrbZzpzV-ZimUwacvsKt/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GQ9J6TbAelfiPJ5cvWWnefA0BW_w9Lw0y5UcNtspDec/copy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KhSH7x1YHsFyYwZYCTHQzI2mfRgtqYPB/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11TVP3n-gCKpcSRXUzV7ELpznwhIeGagdHDh0wyrZRLY/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/198lSbgRKEtg0fwNQ0R_hkX0CUVydvPMIgfWD7HN7g_M/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IUJF3ka3q5y8bWZX2FI50-_Z_j8yojgx/view?usp=sharing

Places of Joy: The Nace’s Day Parade in Trappe, MD

The History and Context of the Nace’s Day Parade
Designed and written by Candace Martin, Greenbelt MS

appropriate for social studies and English/language arts grades 4-10’
The History and Context of the Nace’s Day Parade, a 5-day unit utilizing
print and non-print sources (Google Doc)

The History and Context of the Nace's Day Parade, a 5-day unit utilizing
print and non-print sources (pdf)

A Place of Joy: Nace's Day Emancipation Parade-slides to support the 5
day unit (Google Slides)

A Place of Joy: Nace’s Day Emancipation Parade-slides to support the 5

day unit (pdf)

Creating your Own Parade

Designed and written by Amanda Long, Pershing Hill ES
appropriate for K-6 cultural arts classes?
Found Object Instruments-Nace’s Day Parade (pptx)

Found Obiject Instruments-Nace'’s Day Parade (pdf)
A collaborative cultural arts team event—how the cultural arts team came

together to help students create their own parade (Google Slides)

The Politics Behind Parades

Designed and written by Michelle McGee, North County HS
Appropriate for 7-12 E/LA and Social Studies classes
Politics behind parades (Google Doc)

Politics behind parades (pdf)

Nace’s Day Parade-Sensory Writing

Designed and written by Tim Sinclair, Northern HS
Appropriate for English/language arts grades 9-123
Sensory Writing (Google Doc)

Sensory Writing (pdf)

' Unit written specifically for grade 7
2 Unit written specifically for grade 3, but can be scaffolded up or down for different grade levels
3 Scaling for lower grades is discussed at the end of the lesson


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z_flg4GMifZLlLzU2Tazp9yb3zkYsqDzF0aAE2d5Q80/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z_flg4GMifZLlLzU2Tazp9yb3zkYsqDzF0aAE2d5Q80/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rym5Ve1HCmj1VnZfvrxGVQNJ25VPmsPw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rym5Ve1HCmj1VnZfvrxGVQNJ25VPmsPw/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1rP7FCAnE-3YgalPLUbk_L8QYfW5WOg2ZrRpZBoGrtoo/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1rP7FCAnE-3YgalPLUbk_L8QYfW5WOg2ZrRpZBoGrtoo/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15owAczkidSET3CcQTGU64EIMElUwuRcP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15owAczkidSET3CcQTGU64EIMElUwuRcP/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GrAchW1-6oIZ4SWCzhgJmJ-lgY549UsR/edit#slide=id.p1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XUXTAoVwmi_B2cHFWxtdr1MJH5piHaNG/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hk-uIPZBVKAX72BSF3B3L6gkHWsKpNmgpdaG821T0d8/edit#slide=id.g21c25142fba_0_5
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hk-uIPZBVKAX72BSF3B3L6gkHWsKpNmgpdaG821T0d8/edit#slide=id.g21c25142fba_0_5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18iO9EdUc_-GoZCZA4TWbN6s9VBgPle8IgcFe_Ibe58c/copy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jyyhZH1-PCtbfIHeQaUqTO_2fbwoS2xs/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1GJf-xaH9ZnHlzKfFvugcrVIlufTJkQw21zRQWfTOBqQ/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hgPfUCoH940Lk90sC9MJ-O-aq2c71ui0/view?usp=sharing



