
Enjoy the story of gospel composer and preacher Charles Albert Tindley by
award-winning author, Carole Boston Weatherford. 

By and By: Charles Albert Tindley, the Father of Gospel Music

After reading By and By consider these questions:

Charles said his hard life inspired him to write songs of hope. What would a song
about your life include?
What songs make you excited or feel better when you feel sad?
Charles believed everyone should love each other. What are some nice things
you do for other people?

Synopsis: Charles Albert Tindley was born free when many
around him were enslaved. As a boy he heard spiritual songs
that made him want to learn how to read the Gospel for
himself. Late at night young Charles taught himself to read
from scraps of newspapers. Charles grew up to become a
founding father of American gospel music. 
 
Click here to purchase your copy of By and By

Reginald F. Lewis Museum Connection

Story Time:
 Family Activity Sheet

Charles Albert Tindley was born in Berlin, Maryland, in 1851 to
a free mother and enslaved father. After the Civil War, he
moved to Philadelphia. Charles was ordained in the Methodist
Episcopal Church in 1887. After years of serving in different
churches, he was appointed to a Philadelphia church. After his
death, the church was renamed Tindley Temple.

Charles was a noted songwriter and composer of gospel
hymns. Over five years, he published 46 hymns. One of
Charles' hymns is credited as the basis of the Civil Rights
anthem, We Shall Overcome. 

https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/By-and-By/Carole-Boston-Weatherford/9781534426368
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/By-and-By/Carole-Boston-Weatherford/9781534426368


Family Activity Sheet

Family Sing-A-Long

Song Inspiration

Create a picture using a blank piece of paper inspired by one of Tindley's songs on the
next page. Think about the lyrics. Are there any descriptive words? Did you listen to any
of the songs? How did you feel while listening?

Listen to 3 of the hymns written by Charles Tindley and performed by Tamba Giles -
shorturl.at/pvEI2. On the next page you can read some of the lyrics and sing along.
Which of Charles Tindley's songs do you like best? How is this type of music different
from other music you listen to?

Write a Song
Write a song with your family inspired by your life. It can be about the people you live
with, the activities you do everyday, or your favorite traditions. 

Dance Party

Make a playlist as a family. Allow each person to pick one or two of their favorite songs.
Then have a family dance party. Dancing is great exercise!
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http://shorturl.at/pvEI2
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